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It is a pleasure to be able to address so many of you – international partners of the Kingdom of Denmark – at one time.  

The Kingdom of Denmark is centrally located in the Arctic. The three parts of the Realm – Denmark, Greenland and the Faroe Islands all have a responsibility in and for the Arctic region. The Arctic makes up an essential part of the common cultural heritage, and is home to part of the Kingdom’s population. This requires specific rights and obligations in the region. Today, both the Faroe Islands and Greenland have extensive government and the division of legislative and administrative powers between the Kingdom’s three parts requires good cooperation and a joint strategy to meet the opportunities and challenges in the Arctic.

It is a central goal of the Kingdom of Denmark that decisions regarding management and utilisation of resources and protection of the environment are taken in accordance with international obligations, and are based on the best scientific advice that supports healthy, productive and self-sustaining communities. Based on good collaboration within the Kingdom, policies and mechanisms must be organised in close cooperation with other Arctic nations and other stakeholders with an interest in the Arctic. 
***
The Arctic region has become an increasingly important part of the international and global agenda and in 2011 the Danish government together with Greenland and the Faroe Islands developed an Arctic strategy.

Allow me to tell you a bit about the main issues in our Arctic strategy and how we envisage the development of the Arctic dossier in the years to come. 

1. We want to maintain a peaceful, secure and safe Arctic region. 
2. We want to support and develop sustainable growth and social sustainability.
3. We want the development in the Arctic to happen with respect for the vulnerable climate, environment and nature.
4. And we need to achieve our goals in close cooperation with international partners.
By maintaining peace, security and safety in the Arctic our goal is to prevent conflicts and avoid militarization of the region. In this context, we have a legal framework to rely on. Besides The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, we have the Ilulissat Declaration, which was signed by the Arctic coastal states in 2008. In this declaration we committed ourselves politically to give negotiation and cooperation pride of place in handling disputes, challenges and opportunities in the Arctic.

By supporting and developing sustainable growth and social sustainability, we put emphasis on influencing the work on standards for navigation in Arctic waters. Through the International Maritime Organization - the Danish government - together with Greenland and the Faroe Islands – works to secure these standards in order to minimize accidents in the Arctic waters. 
At the same time, the social development in the Arctic should happen with respect for the vulnerable climate, environment and nature. The environment in the Arctic is vulnerable. Nature in the Arctic region serves as both pantry and livelihood for millions of people at the same time. Development, in the true meaning of the word, encourages sustainability. If development undermines sustainability, it does not serve its purpose!
This brings me to our final and crucial issue in our Arctic strategy. Many of the challenges we observe are common for the whole region. This is why close cooperation with international partners is essential for the future of the Arctic. This concerns cooperation with other Arctic states, but also with a range of other states and actors. We must cooperate multilaterally, for instance through the United Nation, we must work together regionally, for example through the Arctic Council, and we must join forces bilaterally, for instance between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Russian Federation. 
***
The distribution of competence for protection of the marine environment is divided between Greenlandic, Faroese and Danish authorities. As for marine environmental monitoring and marine resources, the Faroe Islands have taken over responsibility for the marine environment in the Faroe Islands. The government of Greenland has since the establishment of the Greenlandic Home-rule Government in 1979 had responsibility for the nature conversation. In 1989 the Home-rule Government took over the responsibilities concerning environmental protection and in 1992 the responsibility for the territorial sea - which is from the Greenlandic coast and out to 3 nautical miles or 5 kilometers – was taken over by the Greenlandic Home-rule Government. Today the Self-rule government - established in 2009 - and the Greenlandic Recourses Authority have responsibility for the environmental legislation, for controlling the pollution of the sea and for issues and legislation concerning mineral resources and oil. The Recourses Authority has been administrated by the Greenlandic Home-rule Government since 1998 and was fully taken over by the Self-rule government in 2010. 

The Greenlandic Home-rule Government and Self-rule government has since made great efforts to improve the knowledge base on environmental protection, and the Greenland has established several departments and in accordance with international obligations adopted legislation to protect the vulnerable climate, environment and nature of the Artic.

Between the 3rd and the 200th nautical mile around Greenland, to the dividing line between Canada and Iceland, the legal responsibility for environmental protection lies with the Danish Ministry of Environment. Since 2000, the Danish Ministry of Defense has been responsible for monitoring the marine environment, for controlling that the rules of the Marine Environment Act are respected, and for preventing oil pollution. 

The Danish government is – in a close cooperation with Greenland and the Faroe Islands - responsible for foreign policy, cross-border issues and international environmental agreements in the Arctic region. Besides having signed several international environmental agreements, The Kingdom of Denmark – Denmark, Greenland and the Faroe Islands - especially cooperates with the other Arctic states through the Arctic Council. The Kingdom’s focus areas in the Arctic Council have among other been the Arctic Monitoring Assessment Programme - an environmental programme, which monitors the Arctic environment. Furthermore the Kingdom of Denmark was from the beginning  involved in the Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy,  in which the goal is to protect the ecosystem, protect, enhance and restore the quality of the environment and the sustainable use of natural resources, seek to accommodate the traditional and cultural needs, values ​​and way of life of the indigenous peoples, monitor environment and reduce and eliminate pollution in the Arctic. Tellingly for the coorperation this has now become the Arctic council.

The question about harmonization of environmental legislation should therefore be considered in the framework of the existing co-operation internationally, regionally and within each of the states concerned. As the responsible governments and institutions in the three parts of the Kingdom of Denmark - as well as in other Arctic states - strive to achieve the best available techniques and best environmental practice based on the highest common denominator in relation to other countries’ environmental legislations and in accordance with international obligations, it is possible to speak about harmonization of environmental legislation across international borders.  However, this harmonization is not specifically directed at other Arctic states or the Arctic region. Instead, it broadly includes all countries with relevant environment protecting legislations around the world. 
Thank you!
